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11. Is the park normally clean?

More Details
@ Aways 137
@ Sometimes 103
@ Never 2

12. How clean do you think the park is after a busy summer day?

More Details
@ Extremely clean 31
@ Somewhat clean 67
@ Neutral 48
@ Notclean 57
@ cExtremely not clean 35
@ Other 1
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13. Do you feel safe in the park?

More Details £ Insights

@ often 165
@ Sometimes 72
@ Never 6

14. Do you feel safe in the park during the busy summer?

More Details

@ ves 157

® No 78
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15. If you answered 'No' to the above question. Please state why.

80 Responses

DY Name Responses
1 anonymous  Non
2 anonymous  Anti social behaviour
3 anonymous  Louts, ltter
. anonymous | Especially down by the water it can be quite rowdy with large groups which i
intimidating
5 anonymous  Large groups of misbehaving visitors
Fairly obvious teenagers running riot and uncontrolled dogs not sure which are
6 anonymous
worse
7 anonymous oo many teenagers in groups.
The hordes of youngsters off the train drinking in the park with rowdy
8 anonymous ’
behaviour
T le drinki ing on. Won't go in the park i
5 anonymous (00 many young people drinking carrying on. Won't go in the park in
summer,
10 anonymous  the large groups of drunken fighting teens
1 anonymous  No police, park ranger's and the park is full of drunken youths
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Gangs of teenage children drinking alcohol are daunting
Groups of unruly youths roaming around

History of fights/issues with gang ms of young people and people drinking
alcohol

Too many groups of people, nowhere safe to go in park if feeling unsafe Le no
cafe, kiosk, ‘safe’ area

No woman often feels safe in a park alone.
Crowds of teenagers drinking always causing fights

Large groups of teenagers and drunk youths congregating
Select few causing trouble

Groups of teenagers drinking alcohol and shouting

Too many people in park, many underage drinkers.

Drunk youths

People drinking and fighting
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anonymous

anonymous

anonymous
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Hoards of drunk young people anti social behaviour
Neds

Too many groups of drunken teenager causing trouble

Too many youths hanging about causing trouble

Too many visitors, drinking etc large groups are intimidating

It s full of drunk irresponsible people fighting and swearing. Also dogs off their
leads being left to run about. As a local person i do not use the park at all in the
summer. | feel uncomfortable and my child does not need to see the behavious
on display

Large crowd of youths drinking, intimidating
Too many unruly young people

Riots, drinking, people coming up from Glasgow to cause havoc
Too much drinking and anti-social behaviour

Large groups of teenagers drinking
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anonymous

anonymous

Gangs of youths drinking and fights
Avoid completely on sunny days. Too many large groups of youths

Train full of teenagers arrived at the same time as s and language was
terribly

Not enough police presence during busy periods
To many large group of young adults and people drinking

There are too many incidents to make me ever consider visiting on my own at
any time of day or year.

Too crowded with the wrong type of people with very little police or park
wardens

Don't come in summer to busy usually walk early morning so you have all the
rubbish left by the visitors although | do see volunteers helping tidy it . Don't
feel safe in winter walking early as no lights round most of the walk

Groups of teens drinking, dogs with irresponsible owners

Antisocial behaviour

Too many drunk teenagers wanting to fight
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I don't go up on a sunny day. | walk daily and it's always busy and | feel safe but
not on a sunny day full of drunks and fights

Teenagers drinking arriving on trains in large numbers
Appalling anti social behaviour from teenagers.

Too many drunken teenagers from out of town looking for trouble
Young people loud and drinking

Usually | walked alone and am not happy to do this now as i have heard too
many reports about folks being hassled in the park.

Influx of neds, poor lighting
Antisocial behaviour from youths

Young people from Glasgow drinking and rioting.
youths drinking

Too many neds about
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Try to avoid it when it's really busy in summer. Too many people down at the
water and it feels a bit intimidating. | wouldn't feel happy to let my teenage
daughter go to the park on a really sunny day.

Large groups of drunk people.
Too many drunks from out of town spoiling the area.
Too many 14-24yr olds drunk and aggressive

There are too many crowds of people drinking and having bbg and leaving
rubbish behind.

The lighting on the main pathway to the castle stops 1/2 way up to the castle
then it's pitch black. | don't feel safe in the dark bits

Groups of young people gathering in the park from outside the area make it an
uncomfortable place to visit for us locals

To many people with alcohol
Lighting is required widely in the park

Can have lots of drunk people
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anonymous

Lots of youths at the loch shore up to mischief

Dogs off leash and approaching me and the owners allowing their dogs too
much freedom.

Don't go near on really hot days as too busy

Jet ski going super fast where children are going in water - this is not strictly the
park though

Too many drunk teenagers, previous episodes of gang fights

Because of previous incidents where lone females were approached by males. If
go to the park on my own to walk my dog | keep to open areas near the
castle.

Too many people - large groups, not enough park authority presence
| feel a bit intimidated by groups of teenagers

The level of alcohol misuse and general disorder down by the jetty. | don't come
to the park on sunny weekend days.

There is always the thread of violence or anti social behaviour on a sunny day.
The rest of the time the park is great! If it's sunny you do not go to balloon
park!




image16.png
7

78

79

80

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

People drinking and fighting
Too many teenagers and young adults drinking
Bams!

Rubbish and bbq everywhere
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16. Of the priority check, what are your three top priorities for the park?

More Details

@ Toilets

@ Benches/tables

More Litter bins
Signage

Cleaning / Litter removal
Children play equipment
Security

Bigger litter bins

Café

Woodland fairy trial
Barbecue stands
Restoring the castle
Caring for the natural environ...

Others

Other

163

2

43

15

43

22

109

18

1

145

77
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160
140
120
100
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17. What is your overall opinion of Balloch Castle Country Park?

More Details

@ \Verygood 106
Good 84
[ ]
Fair 2
[ ]
@ Poor 2
No opinion 1
[ J P
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18. Please note any ideas for improvement to parks features or services.

148 Responses

DY Name Responses

1 anonymous  More visible signposts for litters

2 anonymous  Would like to see more information about nature etc

3 anonymous  Toilet

4 anonymous  More heritage and environmental educational facilities

5 anonymous  Test
Someone walking the park collecting litter all day. They can also offer
reassurance to those on their own. If there was this role it could be flexed up for

6 anonymous  busy periods and less in mid winter. It would be great to have a familiar face
walking the park and taking ownership so any faults, problems can be identified
at an early stage

7 anonymous  Find a use for the castle!

8 anonymous  Walled garden upgraded beach areas improved

9 anonymous  Better policing during busy periods

10 anonymous  More signposting, way markers, nature trails, quiet areas for mindfullness

1 anonymous  More play equipment, a bike track like Dillichip park. Fix toilet at jetty
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Clean and tidy the vegation that is growing behind South Lodge and the land
that remains overgrown at the rear of the properties that back onto the park.
Poorly maintained and overgrown as is the fairy trail.

Just strategically placed toilets and bins and having the castle restored as a sort
of museum, like Eilean Donan Castle - though obviously, not as large.

more designated seated areas. more accessibility, security of some sort during
summer.

Open the slipway and police patrol at busy times and at night
Toilets and cafe are a must
Somewhere to buy food even a takeaway would be great

More for children/teenagers maybe petting zoo, more animals, cafe make it
more of a ‘destination’

The trail markers/maps were not clear or frequent enough. Eg maps did not
show “you are here"

Police could be more precent on busy warms days

Open up the castle again and the small cafe at jetty
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Ilive close by and visit the park early nothings, it amazes me at how quickly
rubbish is cleared. More bins or bigger bins are required | feel thus will help
with the amount if waste. Parking isn't something | can comment in as I've nevet
struggled for parking as | usually walk there. The play parks are great.

More seating areas and picnic benches, open air cinema. Crazy golf, yoga or
fitness classes, open air concerts/bandstand/stage for local musicians. Water
sports.

Hand it over to Nat park

Lighting definitely required

Enhanced security during summer months

Very run down, needs money spent pathways and planting

Stop drunk halfwits ruining park for everyone else

Castle refurbished

Definitely could do with a cafe and toilets

Toilets at slipway opened
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anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

More toilet facilities open all year round More speed bumps to slow down
vehicles entering at the north lodge security to turn cars away when car park is
full, police on foot or bicycles not in cars on park walking paths,

Security and a no alcohol and dogs must be on leads policy
Case feels like a folly and my sense is it is beyond repair. Would be nice to
knock it down, replace with a modern venue that can cater for normal visitation
and also venue hire for weddings

Castle should be made use of and not wasted

Castle

Cafe food and drinks

Definitely somewhere to have a coffee and toilets

Cafe

Signage for toilets. Take down the castle it was buiilt by slave traders.

Please add the signs about car park inside park.

Raised walkway beside river to allow access during the winter floods.

Reopen the castle with a cafe for people to sit in or out and enjoy the views
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anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

Toilets
More play equipment, nature trails, toilets, cafe and seasonal events

Dog park

Dog park, football nets

Cafe

Signal toilets

More toilets, cafe in the balloch castle, balloch castle to be refurbed

Better signage

I feel like the castle could be put to good use. Whether this s a cafe or for local
childrens groups etc. It is beautiful and it's a shame it sits empty and going to
waste and decay.

Information to be correct on the day if visit

Restore Balloch Castle and have GCC give it back to WDC

More signs
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Fix the castle !

Would love to see the castle restored. we live a couple of minutes walk away
and although | walk during the day myself would never do so after 6ish as
would not feel safe

The castle definitely needs to be developed into a central feature for visitors it is
currently a total waste of a beautiful on site facility.

More authority checks/police during busy times
Keep planting native trees and restore castle

The ground around the slide in the play park in the moss is horrific for toddlers,
50 uneven if they fall they'll get hurt badle

Open castle, cafe toilets and somewhere to shelter when caught in the rain

Renovating the Castle for our generation & future generations to enjoy & learn
the history behind it.
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There's scope to increase the ground coverage of plants and flowers. In
particular, it would be good to see sections of the park set aside for wild
flowers, to help pollinators. Perhaps part of the grassy hill, which, although great
for picnicking etc. is quite a large area, could be set aside for additional

plants.

A shop or cafe would be beneficial, possible use of the castle
Regenerate the castle and make it an amazing venue

More concerts more policing in summer

Toilets and better signposts for toilet facilities

Need more toilets and a place to eat and drink.

There needs to be many more facilities for the general public. Where are all the
toilets? Why isn't there a cafe?

Castle to be refurbished
Little cafe, restore castle, marked trails

Castle to be refurbished
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Facilities like toilets and a cafe that can generate income

Would love a cafe

Toilets opens. Cafe.

Cafe!

A cafe or restaurant

General rubbish issue after busy days

Wardens to deal with anti social behaviour

N/a

Better signage and more toilets. We didn't know where to walk to find the play
park or toilets. Would have been good to find signage for toilets near the

castle

Closure of Slipway cafe is a miss. Why not approach Tullochan Trust who train
young people in basic catering skis at the Common Good in Broadmeadowd to
see if they would run i http://www.tullochan.org/

Guided Nature Tour by Park Ranger
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Bbq huts toilets .more park authority rangers .

More clearly laid out walking paths to explore the park would be great and a
restore of the castle would be lovely to see

Signs with maps for walks

Definitely needs some food /coffee facilities and expecting older people to
climb steep hill to toilets not practical!

Adult exercise machines. Disabled/wheelchair playpark.

A coffee shop and toilets would be ideal. | miss the wee coffee shop at the

Jetty.

Bring back the beautiful flower displays in the walled garden
More dog poo bins.

Restore castle charge on entering and parking cars

Guided walks, would be good for tourists and solo visitors

Country rangers to encourage people to see what is here and to look after it.
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anonymous

anonymous

anonymous
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anonymous

anonymous

Lease keep it open
Keep open and keep clean

Somewhere for people to eat. Either more frequent bin emptying at busy times
or bigger bins.

Fix the castle
Tackle invasive plants and restore the castle

Repairs to the castle, BBQ Stands, tackle bamboo

No

Educational Improved map at point of access eith points of interest
Mini golf

More lighting

More community events

Ban jet skis. And introduce cafe facilities.

It would be lovely to have more options to buy coffee and snacks.
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Has Park Run been considered for the park? This is something | would use
Needs to be security on patrol

Definitely the castle, open slipway cafe and toilets again, no where to get
refreshments

Toilets and cafe

Toilets and cafe facilities. Better play equipment. More police patrols in summer.
Stop people putting hot bbgs on the grass and on wooden tables/benches

Restore the castle.
Somewhere to eat
Renovation castle

Maintain the castle, have a cafe locally, better toilets, a park not down the hill
Some elderly have difficulties walking down the hill. Have a park at level for all
people to access

I think renovating the castle to use for wedding events or a cafe would be a
good use as the castle is being wasted lying empty.
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Need cafe, fix castle, cleaner toilets
Sort out the castle and horrible 6 foot wire fence around it.

Use of the castle especially after all the restoration work that was carried out
This would be an excellent venue for weddings and other functions

More signs

Fix up and utilise the castle and slipway. More Toilets. Cafe or to go service,
Castle could be so many things - spaces for hire - community groups or
events.

Throughout the year | come across tourists, from both the UK and abroad, who
ask directions to the castle. | can only imagine their disappointment when they
finally reach it. Why, oh why is such a marvelous facility that s Balloch Castle
Country Park blighted by the shocking state of the castle itself? Could the castle
not be restored and used as a visitor attraction with a cafe, decent toilets and a
national park/visitor information centre? Or give a long term lease to a
company that could provide that?

Lights, cafe, mini golf, obstacle course, dog activities

Slipway and toilet needs to be reopened.
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It would be great to have a self toilet facility such as at the tourist info for when
the toilets at the castle are closed. Better bike parking places especially up by
the castle. A cafe of some description would be good, it could potentially help
raise funds to maintain/restore the castle. Some funding to keep up on the
signage and helping to recover from graffiti/vandalism

Definitely get the cafe kiosk back open! Alovely park but no use able facilities
like that! Such a shame

Avisitor centre inside the castle, cafe at slipway again, ranger service
Top up taps

Please can some control over dog walkers be introduced, my dog has been
attacked more than once by off lead dogs with dog walker's, | was also verbally
abused by one

Im at a loss as to what needs to be improved.. the park is beautiful and well
maintained

Would like disabled parking to be enforced and paths to be smoother for
wheelchair and buggies

Better facilities at the slipway, cafe, toilets.
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Drainage and pathway maintenance in the winter

Better facilities for visitors to the park. Better toilets, cafe/kiosk for refreshments,
more seating areas, outdoor washing facilites for dogs

Bigger ltter bins may support the litter from busy summer days. Staff and local
residents do a great job but due to the bins being full, scavenging birds have
access and make lots of mess despite visitors putting bags in and around the
current bins.

Toilets at the castle as well as the pier. Dedicated bbg stands to avoid wooden
bencshes being destroyed, bins emptied 3 times a day in peak season, in the
spot fines for littering, more soles bumps at the North lodge & enforcement of
the speed limit to keep pedestrians safe!!

Attention to flood areas en route to play park. The surface at this area is also
very difficult for wheelchair users and prams

More child Orientated routes , to learn about wildlife more guides and experts
on the park

Improvement has been ongoing over the years resulting in a beautiful park. A
cafe/coffee shop would be an improvement.
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Speed limit signs on vehicle access route. The castle should be restored and
catering facilities established. The serious problem of non native invasive
species needs to be addressed.

Please fix the castle it's an eyesore
None, it is beautiful

Security and zero tolerance to antisocial behaviour such as littering and
drinking.

The castle is a missed opportunity. | dont understand why its not used

Signs telling dog owners to keep them on leads, fines for not doing so or letting
their dogs jump in the undergrowth.

Toilets for visitors.
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19. Please note any other comments.

59 Responses

DY Name Responses
1 anonymous  Non
2 anonymous  Test
3 anonymous  Additional policing during weekends
The park is marred by dogs you cannot enjoy a walk without canine
4 anonymous / e
interference. Second is teenage groups who desrey the park and its environs
Need for improved ranger / security during busy summer days and ensure that
5 anonymous .
the park can be used fairly by all, maybe zoning of play areas, picnic areas
The main thoroughfare is tidy, however the areas where the trees grown are
6 anonymous
neglected...
7 anonymous  a cafe/cafes and or gift shop
8 anonymous It is a beautiful place
5 anonymous | 10v@ the valled garden and the Chinese garden. Having a proper aiy il
would be good.
We enjoy walking our dog and feeding the red squirrels and birds and we also
10 anonymous pick up any litter the trees are magnificent the grass is always well cut it's just a

beautiful place
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All dogs on leads. Far too many professional dog walkers.
Tackle Himalayan Balsam and other invasive species
Policing

Castle back in use

Local people avoid the park in the summer due to the influx of visitors and their
behaviour...

More litter bins.

Original castle should be excavated
Make the park bigger

lovely park, workers keep it very clean

Wats to improve anti social behaviour as it's embarrassing for tourists visiting
and we avoid balloch on good weather days even though we live there

Safety is definitely an issue which | find a disincentive to visit

Get rid of jet skis
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Its gorgeous- could be even better!

Information boards, about the History of the Castle & grounds / wildlife etc,
that can be found within the park / Loch.

More Cetv in the park to combat antisocial behaviour
Lighting i the paths for safe walking in the winter

Cafe

Fabulous setting

Additional activities water sports or ropes courses zip lines
Park could be improved as a destination for families
Beautiful scenery

N/a

First time here for a walk and very nice park

Improvement of paths s a great step forward
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2. How did you get to Balloch park?

More Details {J Insights

Walk 14

[ ]

@ Drive 17
Train 10

[ J

@ Bus 1
Bike 3

[ ]

3. During busy times, do you think there is enough parking space in the park?

More Details
@ v 98
® No 85

@ NA 60
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Only feel safe there with other people but would not venture there on my
own.

Security is definitely required to prevent anti social behaviour.
Ban cydling

Improving some pathways and roadway to pond especially.

The park is a gem that | wish Icould visit more often, but bad behaviour mostly
from tourists and the state of the castle mean I visit far less often than | would
like

Re do the signs

Map with details of trees

I think the team do a great job of restoring cleanliness after day trippers leave a
mess.

More trees and keep old one

Park rangers or security during busy periods would be useful to tackle anti
social behaviour

More benches might attract families
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Dogs on leads

Self catering cottages/holiday lets in the outer buildings would also provide a
strong revenue stream. See Dumfries House for ideas!

The park has a problem with Himalayan balsam spreading, this will damage the
bio diversity if it isn't removed responsibility.

Keep dogs under owners control
The park is beautiful
Better policing of alcohol consumption in the park.

Overall the park is a fabulous asset for locals and visitors but could be better
with the castle being restored and the cafe reinstated.

It would be fabulous to have the castle fully restored and open for visitors to
the area.

The castle is a really unused source of income, could be great wedding venue,
cafe,shop,information centre

Child friendly all the way
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The park staff do a great job keeping control of the litter, the castle however is
an embarrassment when tourists ask for direction | feel the need to apologise. It
is being allowed to decay, the guttering both here and on the slipway building
should be fixed as a priority before more damage to the structural integrity of
the buildings occur.

There is a lot of American Skunk Cabbage growing down on the shore near
Balloch. It would be great if you could work on getting rid of it

This year (on a rest day Monday 1300ish) my dog with hit by a cyclist at speed,
drunk with a bottle of beer in hand. Narrowly missed my one year old. Dog hurt
but survived. Police didn't even attend when 999 called. I no longer go to the
park as | cannot safe guard my family appropriately.

Lovely park with lots of space.
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20. Can you suggest ways Balloch Castle Country Park could bring in revenue to pay for
improvements and amenities to the park?

152 Responses

ID?  Name Responses
1 anonymous  Car parking charge
2 anonymous  Test

Areally lovely coffee/tea shop up near the castle with beautiful views. Lok at
Hermitage Park in Helensburgh and the space that they have created. It could

3 anonymous  maybe also be used for functions. Equally restoring the castle and creating self
catering holiday lets would also generate income. Who doesn't want to stay in a
castle! This could be linked to the cafe/ function space

Rental picnic areas with shelter, benches and BBQ facilities for larger
family/company get-togethers. These were common in parks where | lived in
the USA and were well used and maintained by the park authorities. Get local
businesses to sponsor litter bins (with their advertisement on the bin) and litter
pickup crews after each weekend as their contribution to the Balloch
community. Get local businesses to sponsor planting of flower beds etc in local
public spaces allowing them to place small signs noting their contribution
alongside. Take a look at how National, State and local parks in the USA are
commercialised and engage the local businesses through sponsorship and
concessions to operate in their publicly owned parks.

4 anonymous

5 anonymous  Cafe are charge for parking and toilets
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Are you trying to tum it into another Flamingo Land, who does this group
represent?

Cafe
Try the sponsorship of additional ltter bins (although people need to use them).
Drinks / ice cream stall using eco friendly containers - encourage people to be

in outdoors whatever the weather, don't need an indoor cafe.

Pay to park at castle. Allow food vendor vans down next to play park for a fee.
Mow Music events.

Charging for car parking would seem an obvious source of revenue although
it's bound to be unpopular. Perhaps an initial free period for casual users, but if
you want to spend the day | don't think a charge is unreasonable

Yes..... But not concerts.....

open a cafe/gift shop

It's a free park. Why do you need to raise money, stop spending onrubbish

Open the slipway for juice and ice lollies! Have an ice cream van Fine for those
who don't pick up their dog poo and out of control dogs off lead
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Anonvmots

Putting green back again. Cafe opened at Jetty and in castle
Open the castle

Small parking charge Fairy trails Guided walks Vending machines Cafe Ice cream
can Events aimed at kids such as den building/big hotel building

Charge for events, hold a fair/fete annually, coffee mornings, sponsored runs,
set up ability to make donations straight donations from pay roll

Highly dependent on plans to improve amenities. FAR too much “improvement”
results in increased cost for purposes that are determined by unrealistic aims
from a small group of irrelevant people. MOST such changes are not relevant to
the majority of users.

Cafe, gift shop ,
Open up castle to partys and meetings

Established fairy trail may bring in revenue, if its not over priced. As much as
tourist visit the park its your locals that use it all year round. The castle could be
used as a wedding/function venue. Or a cafe/soft play.

Concert venue

1 otterv fundina. farmers markets weekly
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Lottery funding, farmers markets weekly
Museum and/or cafe in the castle

Rent out cafe,

Sponsorship Lottery application Fenced off dog areas
Café at Castle.

It's a national park revenue shouldn't be a concern

Cafe, growing and selling fruit and veg. An enclosed area for dogs whose recall
is not good with some obstacles for dogs that you pay a fee for

Cafe at slipway reopen. Maybe cafe in castle? Putting green reopened on big
grassy bit

The national park could stop wasting money on narrowing the roads in Balloch
and push that money to the park. Put fines in place (& policing) for jet skis and
other motorised vehicles who blatantly break the speed & safety rules daily
during the summer & use that revenue to make improvements
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Bio-diversity courses/tips with an emphasis on how to replicate some ideas in
garden/balcony/home outdoor space. Perhaps explain how course ‘profit' will
be used in park. Renovate Castle via training courses for apprentice schemes,
allowing public viewing of activity/process where safety is not compromised.

Coffee shops or ice cream. We need to leave the park to get these
Car park charge

The castle would make a beautiful wedding / christening venue and also be
used as a function venue plenty of scope for such a lovely building in beautiful
scenery The could also be a cafe inside for visitors to go for a catch up blether
or just a warm drink in the colder days

Having a cafe open in the castle and toilet facilties.
Maybe a charge for car parking?

Food and drink

Private sector might make something of it

Historical events
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Snack bar at jetty and a proper cafe at the castle. Renovate castle to allow for
booking for weddings and events. Allow local businesses to be able to book
rooms/event space for workshops etc. Motorhome ‘aire” at Moss o Balloch car
park, allowing a small number of motorhomes to pay to stay over night.

Make part of the castle open with literature on the history.
Fun run Gala day Fireworks display

Cafe.

A cafe or dog park

Cafe, host a music festival with food stalls

Cafe, paying toilets, fairy trail, woodleand walk paths

Tea room

1 would be happy to pay 20/50p for toilet facilities as a way to keep them
clean/tidy. Maybe BBQ spots where you pay to book and rent them.

More information and meeting attended
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Balloch Castle being restored and opened as a restaurant/ hotel
Cafe

Resorting the castle and introducing a cafe and activities from a ranger service,
using the walled garden for private events or running clubs for kids for wildlife
and gardening there

The castle itself and its immediate surrounding area must surely be a potential
money eamer for the park - especially as a mixed use space. Wedding venue?
Hotel? Cafe/restaurant? Hub/centre for outdoor sports/local activities? Tourist
board office? Farmers market location for poor weather? Cinema? Wildlife
activity centre?

Turn the castle into a visitor centre/cafe/events space

Concessions (a tea shop), loch Lomond souvenirs. Maybe in the castle! Paid
tours (not too expensive) of the Castle Name a new tree
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Balloch Castle Country Park Regeneration Group

246

Responses
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1. Are you a Balloch resident?
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Cafe ice cream cold drinks in the summer and hot rolls soup in the winter
weather in the castle seating area at front with view over Loch Lomond, visitors
would love this Toilets that are open in castle and down by the water Some kind
of history of park and castle inside the castle would be interesting for visitors
Some lighting round the park for early morning walkers, joggers, cyclists Cut
grass near paths and keep longer biodiversity areas away from paths with the
chance of getting Lyme disease from tick I'm sure parents don't appreciate their
kids running through it and dogs bringing ticks home either

Guided walks, small admission fee to walled garden during peak tourist season,
cafe/coffee shop, kids faerie trail, band stand area for small concerts

Funding through Charity/ Grants such as Scottish Government, Historic
Scotland, Lottery etc, to provide a Cafe that local bakers, artists, jeweller's etc,
could also display & sell their products with a percentage from any sales going
towards the renovation of the Castle. Locals & tourists could also use & perhaps
host fundraising events within the park to help raise money towards the
restoration of the Castle.

Turn into wedding venue/registry office




image48.png
62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

The best means of doing this is through events held at the Moss ‘o Balloch. |
would suggest a community allotment area on the north side of Balloch Castle,
but the fear is that it would end up vandalised. What's crucial is to prevent the
area being over commercialised. It is somewhere people o to relax, enjoy
nature etc. Were the site to be over developed it would be ruined. We already
have Lomond Shores for shops, eateries etc.

A cafe or restaurant inside the castle, or holding events for families

Regenerate Balloch castle and use it for events and wedding. Open up the kiosk
at the slipway during the summer months.

Fete days, races

Concerts fundays

Cafe a sustainable one like Glen Tress.
Cafe.

Use the Castle to house a cafe!

Turn the castle into a hotel.




image49.png
7

2

73

74

75

76

7

78

79

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

Entrance fee to the country park?£6 maybe with access all day? Donation box to
restore thecastle?

Open a cafe at the pier and the castle. Have noticeboards with a link to a
website where visitors can make donations should they wish, many would be
happy to. Arrange family-fun days during school holidays.

A proper cafe at the slipway and or something similar in the castle. Beautiful
building wasted

Above
Fundraiser. 5k walks, runs. So many Orion's.
Restore castle and have it as a revenue stream.

Food/snacks (cafe) Visitor books (info about the local area etc) Admission to
castle Crowdfund

Cafe, ice cream stand, bar/pub

Pay for parking or cafe
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Cafe(s), fun paid activities, events

A cafe onsite should be added, look at the popularity of the surrounding shops
and cafes. Generally awareness o visitor center in regards to the loch, scale etc
of the operation. See how nts generally operate sites. The recent flamingo land
issue brought the park to the front of public mind, crowd funding could also be
an option

Paid parking.

N/a

Better incentive to come up to the castle. A cafe.
Guided tours for a small fee

Cafe run by volunteers, Extra car parking ( paid for) Exhibitions in the castle (art,
crafts, etd). Been to lovely Art Exhibition there ( paid for) Noddy Train (pre- paid
by ticket) Light Festival in the evening. Fairy Walk for children

Cafe ... gift shop activities

Slipway cafe could be open more often, couldn't say the last time we seen it
open. This could be a way to bring in revenue. If castle is restored could charge
mall donation to visit
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Organised walking tours around the local area. Organised car club/bike events
such as Porsche on the Glen.

Concerts, walking tours, ? Anyone interested in taking over castle, ? Condition
inside??

Selling plants and trees. Cafe. Donation boxes. Wishing well with water. Annual
Folk Festival.

Regenerate the castle. Have a dedicated ranger service with regular talks etc.
Bike hire, shop, cinema club etc. Based on the Mugdock park possibly.

Bring back the tearoom/restaurant in castle (tho | don't know how to fund the
work required; speculate to accumulate?)

Cafe
Cafe / ice cream parlour.

As of 18 Overview of the castle history and Loch Lomond vidios and pictures to
view. Visitors will pay for the good information..

Guided walks for a suggested donation (these could be focused on history,
horticulture, nature etc), family fun days or picnics, art and photography
workshops, bike hire, team building activities, geocaching/treasure hunts,
outdoor exercise classes like tai chi or similar (weather dependant!)
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Refurbish the castle to run a cafe for profits to be returned to the park
Small charge for entry

Renovate the castle is a must

Use the castle more

Acafe.

Cafes and possibly more paid for activities
Improved bike tracks

Bike tracks BBQ stands Water sports

No

Open castle?

Carpark charge

Don't agree with charging to use the park as it should be open to all. Open air
theatre etc for revenue.
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Host events throughout the year - arts : educational : music : wildlife related :
schools

If cafe is well run this could generate some money. Could castle be used for
venues?

Running (or renting out space for) coffee carts and food stalls.
A cafe / refreshment stand Organised activities, running/sport events etc.
Cafe. Office space function space

Open the castle with a tea room/toilets. Make a feature of this beautiful
castle.

Government or nature group support

Take ideas from Levengrove- how is that funded?

Restore the castle and a cafe/restaurant

Redirect the money that's already wasted maintaining the castle

Fundraise with baking sales
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Fundraise

Arrange guided theme walks and charge for them. Grade them easy /
accessible, moderate, difficult and programme them during holiday periods and
weekends A ghost walk on Halloween, fairy walks, super hero walks, parent and
baby walks, treasure hunts . people like meeting people outdoors and always
looking for reasonable priced events. Get a coffee/ tea vendor into the park and
sell “tea in the park”. People would purchase a hot beverage and stay longer.
Charge the vendor a suitable fee for their pitch in the park. Plant a good herb
garden somewhere suitable in the park and sell fresh seasonal herbs to locals.

Holding more gala days or concerts like they used to
Rent out castle & slipway spaces.

See above! Improving and using the castle would bring in a revenue stream that
would support the Park

Festival/family day out events/competitions

REfurbish and open the castle. Slipway cafe was a great success - bring it
back!!!
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A good cafe with decent quality food at fair prices would be good. Possibly in
the Castle if it was renovated. ( The cafe in Levengrove Park is a good example).
Maybe larger companies such as Aggreko could be asked to sponsor
restoration of the Castle or an amenity for teenagers to keep them occupied.
Historic Environment Scotland may consider a grant for restoration.

Sports events. Foraging or guided walks.
Cafe, castle being open as an attraction for donation/small charge

Castle could be a boutique hotel or wedding venue or lovely restaurant, cafe
with shops like at Mugdock. Kiosk down St the slipway is missing too much
trade! There is a park in the southside of Glasgow, Newlands Park with a cafe in
it.its good, nothing too special, but people queue in all weather for it! Surely
this could happen here?!

Reopen slipway cafe, generating rental income. A number of enquiries were
made re the lease on the property with no definite answers given

Sponsored walks around the park once a month. Get local business to sponsor
events and involve social media etc.

The castle needs to be dealt with to attract visitors but | don't think it should be
awedding venue
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Cafe in the park

Cafés and ice cream parlour. Restoring castle and use it as a corporate and
wedding venue. Create safe swimming lane and run a swimming club.

Knock down the monstrosity of the castle and build a visitor centre
More organised events for adults and kids. Scavenger hunts, orienteering, bat
talks at night, foraging courses, guided nature walks, running groups,
strawberry tea events in summer.

Tea,coffee,snacks- mobile vendors-

The castle could become a venue for functions and events.

Open a cafe at the castle, offer events in the evening summer & winter

Host fee paying events, festivals, pop food/drink events, small music festivals,
children's events

Gala Days

Bird hides that photographers could pay to use Payable batbwalks etc
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4. What is your age?

More Details
@ 20and under 3

@ 21040 78
@ 41t060 99
@ 61 and above 64

5. How often do you use the park?

More Details
@ Daily 56
@ Weeky 71
@ Monthly 25
@ Occasionally 45
@ Rarely 47
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Refreshment stands . Game hire stands for balls. ect. Paid guided walks .
Opportunities for wedding venue beside the castle with marquee hire . Small
concerts at the castle like the band stand in Glasgow. Appoint an events team.
Hire and purchase of Echo Sundries, ie , wellies waterproofs bikes with buggie
carts for toddlers . Tractor and trailer tours round the park . Some Highland
cows, a Balloch Country Show . A winter festival around the castle . Fishing
station. Some slides in the forest like Landmark in Aviemore .

The castle used to have a tea room, this would be a great facility, nothing fancy
tea coffee and cake. The slipway was slways busy.

A cafe, or paid parking.

Charge or do a donation for parking via machines. Have donation points ...
cashless only!l with a small suggested donation with the donations use noted or
illustrated. Charge dog walkers for running a commercial venture on council
leased and maintained land. Have people who are able to fine and enforce.

Food / street food and music events in the castle grounds.

Not sure - how does Mugdock do it? Should be a similar place with similar
amenities!

Concerts

Afun run.
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21. Would you like to volunteer through Balloch Castle Country Park Regeneration Group.

More Details
@ v 30
@ Not at this time 144

® No 63
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6. Why do you visit this park? (check all that apply).

More Details

Bring children
Biking

Sightseeing

Time with family and / or friends
Exercise or jogging

Walk dog

Relax

Walking

Physical & mental wellbeing
Spend time in nature

Enjoy the environment & wildlife

Others
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7. If you have children, do they use the play equipment or area?

More Details
@ v 87
® No 93
@ Other 3

8. If 'Yes' to question 7, please rate the conditions of the play equipment or area.

More Details
@ Good 4
@ rair 41

@ Poor 9 (
40

® VA
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9. Have you ever read the signs & noticeboards in the park?

More Details
@ v 186
® No 56

10. Do you think the signs & noticeboards in the park are visible and useful?

More Details {J¢ Insights

@ v 133
® No 106





